
VGN-U8G

VAIO U

Introducing the world’s finest ultraportable PC!

Featuring convenient thumb-operated buttons on either side of the
screen, the mobile VAIO U is easy to use when you’re out and about,
sitting or standing.

After work, it’s time to relax. Plug in the remote controller, and
the VAIO U becomes a portable entertainment centre. Listen to
music, watch videos, or browse through your digital photos.
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VGP-BPL1
Lithium-ion Battery • Rechargeable battery 

Specifications
Model

Microprocessor

Operating System 

Chipset

Processor System Bus

Memory Bus

Cache Memory

Main Memory

Hard Disk

Graphics Accelerator

Video Memory

Display

Interfaces

Wireless LAN

CompactFlash Slot

Audio

Battery

Dimensions (W ✕ H ✕ D)

Weight

Included Software

Supplied Accessories

Warranty

VGN-U8G

Intel® Celeron® M Processor Ultra Low Voltage 353 (900 MHz)*1

Microsoft® Windows® XP Home Edition with Service Pack 2 (English version)

Intel® 855GM Chipset

400MHz

266MHz

L1 Cache: 64 KB  L2 Cache: 512 KB  (on CPU)

256MB DDR SDRAM (shared with video memory, upgradeable up to 512 MB)*2

20GB (C: 10GB, D: 10GB) Ultra ATA/100

Integrated in Intel® 855GM Chipset

Maximum 64MB (shared with main memory)

5.0" SVGA (800 × 600) Inner Touch Panel-type hybrid TFT colour display (Clear Bright LCD) 

• USB 2.0 × 1*3 • Headphone jack (stereo mini) • I/O connector • Memory Stick Slot *4 (Memory Stick PRO compatible*5, High-speed data transfer compatible)

• Integrated Wireless LAN*6 IEEE 802.11b/802.11g*7 • Data rate: maximum 11Mbps (802.11b)/54 Mbps (802.11g) *8 • Frequency: 2.4 GHz

Type II × 1

Windows® sound system compatible • AC97 compliant • Software MIDI sound generator • Monaural speaker

VGP-BPS1 Lithium-ion battery*9 : Up to 2.5 hours use*10

167 × 108 × 26.4 mm (with standard battery)

550 g (including the supplied battery)

• Adobe Reader 6 • InterVideo WinDVD 5 for VAIO • PlusSoft PenPlus for VAIO • Portrait Displays Liquid Surf for VAIO • Sonic RecordNow! 7 

• Sony Notebook Setup 4.1 • Pen&Internet ritePen • Sony SonicStage 2.1 • Sony VAIO Media 3.1 • Sony VAIO SLIT Screen Saver

• Sony VAIO Software Keyboard • Sony VAIO Update 2.1 • Sony VAIO Zone 1.1 • Symantec Norton AntiVirus 2004

• AC adapter (VGP-AC16V7) • Carrying Pouches for Main Unit and Keyboard • Display/LAN Adapter • DVD±RW Drive • Earpieces • Fin Stylus 

• Folding Keyboard with Multi-pointer • Inner-ear Headphone • Lithium-ion battery (VGP-BPS1) • Port Replicator • Stick Controller  

One year*11

*1 CPU speed will be reduced under certain operating conditions.  *2 Removing the pre-installed memory module and adding new 512MB module. *3  High-speed/Full-speed/Low
speed compatible. *4 Supports high speed data transfer with parallel interface. Does not support MagicGate copyright protection technology. *5 MagicGate copyright protection
technology cannot be applied to Memory Stick PRO. *6 Deploying IEEE 802.11b and IEEE 802.11g products on the same wireless network may reduce the communication speed
due to radio interference.  Taking this into consideration, the IEEE 802.11g products are designed to reduce the communication speed to ensure communication with IEEE 802.11b
products.  When the communication speed is not as fast as expected,changing the wireless channel on the access point may increase the communication speed. *7 The fast wire-
less LAN technology, "Super G," developed by Atheros Communications, Inc. enables faster wireless communications among compatible devices. *8 The communication speed
varies depending on the distance between communication devices, existence of obstacles between such devices, the device configuration, the radio conditions, and the software
in use.  In addition, communication may be cut off depending on the radio conditions. *9 This product may only function with a genuine Sony battery designed for this model. *10
Estimated battery life (under JEITA Battery Run Time Measurement Method (ver.1.0).) When the power-saving mode is on. Actual battery life may vary with different operating con-
ditions and settings. For further details, please visit vaio-online.sony.com *11 Warranty conditions may vary by region.

The trademarks, including but not limited to "SONY", "VAIO", "Memory Stick" and "SonicStage" are either trademarks or registered trademarks of Sony Corporation and/or its subsidiaries.
Adobe, Adobe Reader are trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States and/or other countries. Intel and Celeron are registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its sub-
sidiaries in the United States and other countries.Microsoft and Windows are either trademarks or registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and other countries.
ATHEROS and Atheros Total 802.11 Super G are trademarks of Atheros Communications, Inc.  The Atheros and Atheros Total 802.11 Super G logos are registered trademarks of Atheros
Communications, Inc. All other product and brand names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners. Whilst information given is true at time of printing, small pro-
duction changes in the course of our company's policy of improvement through research and design might not necessarily be included in the specifications. E&OE. Actual models may differ
slightly in appearance to illustrations provided.

Features and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Supplied Accessories

DVD±RW Drive

Port Replicator 

Display/LAN Adapter

Keyboard

Maximum reading speed: DVD+R, DVD+RW: 4× / DVD-R,DVD-RW: 4× / DVD-ROM: 8× / CD-ROM: 24×

Maximum writing speed:  DVD+R, DVD+RW: 2.4× / DVD-R: 4× / DVD-RW: 2× / CD-R: 16× / CD-RW: 8×

• USB 2.0 × 4*3 • i.LINK (IEEE 1394) S400 (4pin) with power supply • I/O connector • Network (RJ-45) connector (100BASE-TX/10 BASE-T) 

• Monitor connector (VGA, D-SUB 15 pin) • DC IN

Monitor Connector (VGA, D-SUB 15 pin) • Network (RJ-45) connector (100BASE-TX/10BASE-T)

Folding Keyboard with Multi-pointer: ca 17 mm Key pitch / ca 2 mm Key stroke , 84 Keys

Optional Accessories
(availability depends on region)
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At work or play, you’ll find the
mobile VAIO U is a perfect match for
your lifestyle

Grip for Mobile Style

Rarely get a chance to sit down at a desk? No problem. With the
VAIO U and a nearby Wi-Fi access point, you’re free to browse 
anywhere, anytime.

Browsing Style

When you need to take notes on the fly or
draw a map, the VAIO U is a powerful partner.
Just start writing on the screen with the
handy fin stylus.

Writing Style

Remote Control Style
In your office or at home, the mobile VAIO U is instantly
transformed into a well-connected desktop computer.
Enjoy the best of both worlds.

Desktop Style

Sony recommends Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional.

vaio-online.sony.com
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Now you can take it with you!
Windows XP to goÉ

SonyÕs amazing VAIO U is the worldÕs smallest and lightest computer

equipped with an Intel̈ CPU and offering all the power and functions of

Microsoft Windows XP* Ð the ultimate in mobility! With its beautiful screen and 

V-shaped contours, this ultraportable has a design with flair.  But form also reflects function

and simplicity of operation. You can take advantage of its many unique features, in both hardware and 

software, to enjoy maximum convenience at all times Ð whether youÕre in a train or sitting at your desk.

The VAIO U is at home wherever you are.

*As of October 2004, Sony study.

With one press of the Rotate button, the display turns through 90

degrees for greater convenience when surfing the Net, reading

documents, or entering text. This also reassigns the functions of

the buttons automatically.

Choice of landscape or portrait orientation

For listening to music on the move, the VAIO U  is supplied with a

stick controller that enables remote con-

trol of the VAIO Zone software, so there

is no need to look at the screen to pick

and play songs. The stick controller can

also be used when viewing pho-

tographs or videos.

Stick controller for entertainment

Whether you want to type a report, make a business presentation, or backup data to a DVD, the VAIO U has everything you need. It comes with a

complete range of accessories, including a folding keyboard, display/LAN adapter and DVD±RW drive. 

A complete mobile solution
With its unique concave shape, this fin

stylus is much easier to hold than the

conventional stick type. The tip is

made from polyethylene so as not to

scratch the screen, and a strap attach-

es it to the VAIO U for safekeeping. 

Innovative fin stylus

A flick of the wireless LAN switch on the VAIO U links it with your

home or office 2.4GHz Wi-Fi access point for surfing the Net, send-

ing and receiving email, or uploading images. And you can

also make use of Wi-Fi hot spots in airports, hotels and

coffee shops. In addition to IEEE 802.11b/g compatibility,

Super G technology* from Atheros

Communications is supported for even faster

throughput.

*Access point must support Super G technology. 

Built-in wireless LAN
To ensure easy stylus-based operation and a beautiful display, the

VAIO U has been equipped with an inner touch panel-type hybrid

Clear Bright LCD.  Much thinner than a conventional touch panel, this

passive digitizing touch panel brings the pressure-sensitive layer closer

to the LCD, resulting in a surprisingly natural feel, just as if the ÒinkÓ

were running directly from stylus point to desktop. This also means

there is far less internal reflection.  Being a transreflective hybrid LCD,

the beautiful SVGA screen of the VAIO U can be viewed easily even

outdoors. Clear Bright LCD

technology, aided by the

anti-reflective (AR) treatment,

ensures vibrant colours and

high contrast. And LED

technology has been 

adopted for the backlighting

to enhance brightness in

low-light situations.

Inner Touch Panel-type hybrid Clear Bright LCD

The compact keyboard packs into a
pouch for carrying convenience.

Conveniently positioned around the screen are 4 clusters of con-

trols that make it easy to operate the

VAIO U without keyboard or mouse. For

example, the Multi-pointerÕs press-select

function allows double-click and drag-

and-drop operations with one hand.

Button clusters for simplicity

Change resolution from VGA (640 × 480) to SVGA (800 × 600) to

XGA (1024 × 768) and back to VGA. Maximum virtual desktop

size is UXGA (1600 ×
1200); a location indi-

cator window appears

automatically so you

can see at a glance

where you are.

Zoom button for a closer look

Enter

Down Up Left Right

Despite being so compact when folded, the supplied keyboard

has a generous 17mm* key pitch with 2mm* stroke. As well offer-

ing an excellent key touch, itÕs the worldÕs first folding USB key-

board to be equipped with Multi-pointer and press-select function.
*Figures are approximate

Folding keyboard with Multi-pointer

The standard battery can power the VAIO U for up to 2.5* hours,

while an optional long battery delivers up to 5.5* hours of runtime.

*Operating hours vary depending on usage, HD access frequency, etc. 

Extended battery life

Arranged on the top of the chassis are two

media slots: one is for a Memory Stick (PRO

compatible), while the other accepts a

CompactFlash card. 

Memory Stick & CompactFlash compatibility

PenPlus for VAIO lets you write or draw

directly on the screen using the fin sty-

lus. This is great time-saver when

youÕre in a hurry to jot down a name,

scribble a simple map, or create a

Òsticky noteÓ reminder.

PenPlus for VAIO

The VAIO U will even convert your

handwriting into text using the 

preinstalled ritePen software, which

recognizes both alphanumeric 

characters and stylus ÒgesturesÓ for

simple operations such as back space

and undo. And should it ever fail to

recognize a word, you can call up a

selection of ten alternates

ritePen 

This entertainment content browser provides a single interface for

viewing and playing pictures, videos and music. Just use the cur-

sor and arrow keys Ñ or the stick controller Ñ to search and

select. All media files, plus CDs* and DVDs*, can be enjoyed with-

out opening other applications. You can also access media files on

other VAIO models connected to your home network.
*When connected to the supplied DVD±RW drive

VAIO Zone

�� Folding Keyboard with Multi-pointer

� Stick Controller with Inner-ear Headphone

� Fin Stylus and Strap

V-shaped contours for
a touch of flair

� Port Replicator

� DVD ±RW Drive

� Carrying Pouches

� Display/LAN Adapter

� AC Adapter

�

The supplied Port Replicator is equipped with 4 USB 2.0 ports that

can be used for a keyboard and printer. There is also an i.LINK

connector for the DVD±RW drive, and VGA connector for a desk-

top monitor. 

Port Replicator for desktop connectivityDesigned for superb functionality with Sony finesse

Managing a digital music library was never easier. SonicStage 2.1

software simplifies all operations, from importing and exporting, to

searching, sorting and playback. You can transfer songs to such

devices as the Net MD Walkman and Network Walkman, and even

create original compilations for burning to CDs. 

SonicStage Ver. 2.1

Silver aluminium bezel  
lends sophistication

Hallmark of excellence: 
VAIO mirror logo

Illuminated Guide Ñ
informative and attractive 

Thumb operation

AV Operation Keyboard operation & input

Entertainment software

Supplied accessories

Performance features

Stylus operation & input

Rotate button

�� The amount of internal reflection with this 0.7mm  
touch panel is just 1/3 that of a conventional glass 
& film touch

Sony recommends Microsoft® Windows®XP Professional.

USB 2.0 connector(×4)

i.LINK connector

Network connector

Monitor connector (VGA)

Note: Actual stick controller display differs from that depicted above.
�

DC IN connector
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Features and specifications are subject to change without notice.
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(availability depends on region)
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At work or play, you’ll find the
mobile VAIO U is a perfect match for
your lifestyle

Grip for Mobile Style

Rarely get a chance to sit down at a desk? No problem. With the
VAIO U and a nearby Wi-Fi access point, you’re free to browse 
anywhere, anytime.

Browsing Style

When you need to take notes on the fly or
draw a map, the VAIO U is a powerful partner.
Just start writing on the screen with the
handy fin stylus.

Writing Style

Remote Control Style
In your office or at home, the mobile VAIO U is instantly
transformed into a well-connected desktop computer.
Enjoy the best of both worlds.

Desktop Style

Sony recommends Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional.

vaio-online.sony.com


